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Schistocephalus solidus is a parasitic tapeworm with a complex life cycle. A special characteristic Final host:
. S . o q e 5 Fish-eating bird

of S. solidus is its extremely high specificity to its secondary host, the three-spined stickleback

(Gasterosteus aculeatus), where it realizes its complete growth. This implies close co-adaptation

and makes the stickleback-S. solidus system a very suitable model for experimental studies on

reciprocal adaptation in host-parasite interactions'.2.

We used lab-bred fish infected with worms from two different co-evolved populations (a

Norwegian and a German one) to investigate the specificity of the host immune response at the

gene expression level.
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